








Minutes of the Conflict Assessment Meeting of 04/10/2023 Page 5

a{{#-
Town Clerk

Exhibits attached:

Brevard County “Malabar Scrub Restoration”
Speaker’s Identification Cards from Public Comments
Photos submitted during Public Comments by Mark Britt
Town of Malabar “Proposed Amendments to Malabar Scrub Restoration Plan
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#1TOWN OF MALABAR – www.TownOfMalabar.org

Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

Date
BName F

Address
Town. State. & Zip a

Phone Number:

Organization you are repie=smT if
other than self
Agenda Item dcIF\1
Sue 9qu=J

Agenda Item #

Email f)D bin=A

GaTe
ca Et:e

LD

Purpose of the Card

• For Accurate Recording in the Minutes – proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-up by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum.

Speaking Rules:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Complete Speaker’s Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk.
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject.
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair,
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments.
Speakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience

AP-TOWN OF MALABAR - www.TownOfMalabar.org

Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

Dq+9: a//ic>7
Name Hd t
/mc ress C>\

Town, State T & Zip

Agenda Item #

y Li
MrI a.., , , D A/n 32-q3q1= 1

0 =
Organization you are representing, if
other than self

Agenda Item: PuBLIc C.a A4b\.fA/rS

uqect of Comments: y££P£!fILE:=T;;;:T
Purpose o e ar

dR Pu4 y 4PPt,16.4/R/L/ 7/

• For Accurate Recording in the Minutes - proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-up by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum.

Speaking Rules:

Complete Speaker’s Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk.
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject.
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair.
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments
Speakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience



TOWN OF MALABAR – www.TownOfMalabar.org #3
Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

Agenda Item #;hqDate la
:a''P}4r4Name e+N/bPHa T4Address r

Town, State, & Zip L/N
ie(Phone Number Emaila;;

Organization you are rei)resenting, if
&r&app LPJp'/ b/;other than self

+ CAgenda Item gbb++

Subject of Comments T. Fn.e a

a
Purpose of the Card

• For Accurate Recording in the Minutes – proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-up by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum

Speaking Rules

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Complete Speaker’s Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject,
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization.
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair.
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments.
Speakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience.

TOWN OF MALABAR – www.TownOfMalabar.org tai
Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

_Agenda Item #41

G,bR 7-rC/7n
4iJ“,if

/

Name /7

Address
Town. State, & ZiD
Phone Number. 32
Organization yOU are represl
other than self
Agenda Item
Sue

Purpose of the Card

• For Accurate Recording in the Minutes – proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-up by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum.

Speaking Rules:

•

@

•

•

•

•

•

Complete Speaker’s Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item.
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk.
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject,
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization.
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair.
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments.
Speakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience



TOWN OF MALABAR – www.TownOfMalabar.org #f
Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

a Agenda Item #
( ra 4 rd’;Name S.u r fr-1
'+3 fS C / r,; C';'7, gC C,fA/ cAddress

3 tyreTown, State, & zip V/brI . I V 4 Le:4 ft/ /t , r= C
CPhone Number:

Organization you are representing
other than self

Car\r/c r c rAgenda Item .& f
Sue MSS rt \ ' f/p. /74 /Ft ex

Purpose of the Card:

• For Accurate Recording in the Minutes – proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-up by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum

Speaking Rules

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Complete Speaker’s Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item.
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject,
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization.
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair,
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments.
Speakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience

#9TOWN OF MALABAR – www.TownOfMalabar.org

Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

BOl a

e For Accurate Recording in the Minutes – proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-uP by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum

Speaking Rules

•

•

•

•

•

•

e

Complete Speaker's Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item.
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk.
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject.
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization.
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments
Soeakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience.



TOWN OF MALABAR – www.TownOfMalabar.org aFF
Speaker’s Identification Card (Please Print)

10 Agenda Item #,O-ZDate
Name

aAddress rtC)

Town, State, & Zip l2,1 Ca
Phone Number: Email&cd halhe

Organization you are representira nvq Q
other than self

£Agenda Item
Subject of Comments P+C(

Purpose of the Card

• For Accurate Recording in the Minutes – proper spelling of Speaker’s Name, to provide contact information for follow-up by
Staff or Elected Official, and efficient meeting decorum

Speaking Rules

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Complete Speaker’s Card prior to Council introduction of item. Use one card per item.
Deliver completed card to the Town Clerk.
Speaker will have 5 minutes to address the subject
An additional 5 minutes may be granted by a majority vote if speaker is on behalf on an organization.
Speakers will be called upon by the Chair,
Speakers should state their name and address for the record before making public comments.
Speakers should only address Elected Officials and should refrain from addressing Town Staff or members of the audience.
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TOWN OF MALABAR 

Town Council 

AGENDA ITEM NO: 12.b 
Meeting Date:  February 7th, 2022 

Prepared By:   Richard W. Kohler, Deputy Town Clerk/Treasurer 

SUBJECT: T&GC Request for Council Endorsement of their proposed amendments to the Malabar 
Scrub Restoration Plan for submittal at Brevard County Commission Meeting of February 8, 2022 

BACKGROUND/HISTORY: 

a) On February 2, 2022, Trails and Greenways Committee Chair Drew Thompson provided
Staff with an updated plan for Malabar Scrub Sanctuary. The presentation was briefly
discussed at the 02/02/2022 Special Town Council Meeting and is here for further
discussion/possible action.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: 

a. None

ATTACHMENTS: 

a. Updated Requested Changes to the Environmentally Endangered Lands Program
Malabar Scrub Sanctuary Restoration Plan

ACTION OPTIONS: 

a. Motion to endorse this plan as the official Town of Malabar proposal for this project,
to be presented to County Commission at 2/8/2022 Meeting.



Town of Malabar

Requested Changes to the

Environmentally Endangered Lands Program

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary Restoration Plan

Provided to Town of Malabar Town Council

February 2, 2022



We are now at two months of intense public focus regarding the 

Environmentally Endangered Lands Program (EEL Pgm) Malabar Scrub 

Sanctuary (MSS) Restoration Plan.  Realities considered beyond factors 

presented in the original plan show the need for some plan modifications.   

Physical site constraints and current level of passive recreation use were 

recognized and newly considered after almost 30 years without EEL Pgm 

full scale restoration.

2

2 Months Into the Issue



EEL Pgm and Brevard County Commissioners (BCC) feel that 500 acres 

of the 577-acre MSS should have drastic tree reduction to create more 

habitat for Florida Scrub-Jays.  Citizens who use MSS feel that the EEL 

Pgm should be guided more by the last voter-approved 2004 Referendum 

ballot wording which said the 20-year / $60 M bond issue taxation would 

be for: “protection of habitat, public open space, and water resources, 

and for providing passive recreational opportunities”.  Essentially a 

problem of imbalance was fully defined and reasonable steps toward a 

more balanced plan revision have been developed.  This file contains the 

results of that effort.

3

Differing Views of Appropriateness of
Severity of Planned Tree Reduction 



The Town Council of the Town of Malabar (TOM) asked the Town’s all-

volunteer Trails and Greenways Committee (T&GC) to develop a 

comprehensive package of tree preservation locations within the targeted 

tree reduction zones of the EEL Pgm MSS Restoration Plan.  Few, if any, 

residents of Malabar desire the removal of any trees from MSS.  However, 

the T&GC respected the Management Selection Committee (SMC) science 

of, and behind, the EEL Pgm plan.  The T&GC acknowledged that to help 

Florida Scrub-Jays, thousands of trees would need to be removed.  The 

T&GC sought to identify which of the trees most valued by MSS users 

could be retained with a no to minimal impact to the goal of creating 

optimal habitat for Scrub-Jays in the 500 targeted tree reduction acres of 

the 577- acre sanctuary.

4

Town of Malabar Trails & Greenways Committee
Asked to Research Issue and Recommend Changes 
Identifying Tree Preservation Locations & Counts



During the two months that followed the posting of signs first 

announcing the EEL Pgm MSS Restoration Plan, the members of the TOM 

T&GC attended, viewed, and/or participated in all respective meetings or 

webinars where the plans were presented or discussed. The plight of the 

Florida Scrub-Jay and factors of optimal scrub habitat for Scrub-Jay 

survival in Brevard County were learned.  Additionally, the MSS specific 

factors of geography, topography, existing habitats that cannot be 

restored to scrub, and the passive recreation use of the MSS were all 

studied by the T&GC.

5

2 Months of Extensive Research



In all documentation it was 

emphasized that Scrub-Jays are 

vulnerable to predator birds and 

therefore do best in areas without 

many trees of height from which 

predator birds could perch and 

hunt.  The T&GC found that the 

most succinct source for factors of 

optimal Scrub-Jay habitat was a 

chart found at: Florida Fish and 

Wildlife Conservation Commission -

Policy, Position Statement, or 

Guideline (PPG) - TYPE OF PPG: 

GUIDELINE – Scrub Management 

Guidelines – Page 7 of 51.  

6

Florida Scrub-Jay Optimal vs Suitable 

Habitat Chart-20190225_FLFWCC

What is Optimal Scrub-Jay Habitat?



From numerous scientific studies, available EEL Pgm documentation, 

along with specifics of the EEL Pgm MSS Restoration Plan, it became 

clear that the best chance for survival of Florida Scrub-Jays in MSS 

required that their habitat would need to meet certain metrics:

the location must have only 1 -2 trees of 15’ or higher per acre

the scrub consists of scrub-oak and other native scrub vegetation that is 

limited to 4’ – 5.5’ high

the open ground (no vegetation) runs from 10 – 50% of the area 

7

Scrub-Jay Habitat Goals for MSS



An important additional factor, again directly related to the acknowledged 

vulnerability of Scrub-Jays to predator birds, is the tree-free distance from 

Scrub-Jay territory (areas with most Scrub-Jays) to the nearest forest 

edge.  Optimal distance was noted as 1,000’ and the minimal distance 

considered suitable for Scrub-Jays is 300’.  The T&GC noted that, from 

several perspectives, MSS is too small for the 1,000’ optimal standard to 

be applied throughout the EEL Pgm plan.  MSS is actually two sanctuaries 

– East and West – separated by the 100-acre Cameron Preserve, managed 

by TOM.  

8

Possibly the Main Factor in Scrub-Jay Habitat… 
Distance from Tall Trees of Nearby Forest



MSS West is shaped like a lower case “r” and contains the TOM 100’ 

unpaved right-of-way of Briar Creek Blvd. and the Channel C tributary of 

Turkey Creek.  The sanctuary border is more irregular, with several abrupt 

corners based on original land acquisition parcels.  “Rounding-out” of 

such corners, by retaining more trees closer to the corner apex, would 

have minimal negative impact on the tree-free distance to the Scrub-Jay 

territory located more toward the middle of the sanctuary.

9

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary – West
Characteristics



MSS East is somewhat square-shaped.  In seeking optimal Scrub-

Jay habitat, this allows for greater tree-free distance to the nearest 

forest edge.  However, MSS East does contain several wetland 

areas and also has an active Bald Eagle nest which requires 

establishment of a 600’ no reduction zone around the nest.  MSS 

East also has a very popular pond surrounded by trees.  It is a 

major visitation site and highlight of the passive recreation 

attributes of MSS.  Fortunately, the pond is located near a corner 

of the sanctuary.

10

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary – East
Characteristics



The T&GC developed a plan, with specific tree preservation locations 

identified separately in MSS West and East.  Careful consideration was 

made to only request preservation of the most key trees of the sanctuary, 

with most preservation locations situated along the sanctuary borders.  

The EEL Pgm MSS Restoration Plan specified tree metric of 1 -2 trees of 

15’ or higher per acre was maintained.  At 500 of the sanctuary’s 577 acres 

targeted for tree reduction, with no changes, the plan would preserve 1000 

trees. With adoption of the T&GC requested preservation locations, the 

plan would still preserve 1000 trees.  The chart on the next page shows 

requested tree preservation locations, as individually explained on 

subsequent pages, and includes the number of trees and acres involved 

for each preservation location.

11

Malabar Scrub Sanctuary
Keeping Changes Within

the 1 – 2 Trees 15’+ Per Acre EEL Pgm Requirement



12

Requested Tree Preservation Locations in MSS



MSS East is somewhat square-shaped.  In seeking optimal Scrub-

Jay habitat, this allows for greater tree-free distance to the nearest 

forest edge.  However, MSS East does contain several wetland 

areas and also has an active Bald Eagle nest which requires 

establishment of a 600’ no reduction zone around the nest.  MSS 

East also has a very popular pond surrounded by trees.  It is a 

major visitation site and highlight of the passive recreation 

attributes of MSS.  Fortunately, the pond is located near a corner 

of the sanctuary.

13

The T&GC Process and Specific
Tree Preservation Recommendations



Trail Compromise Undated Post EELp SMC 1/21/2022

Town of Malabar Trails and Greenways Committee is 

proposing this compromise for restoration of Malabar 

East and West, with the goal of:

To the largest extent possible, allow the EELp to 

continue to manage the property for their overall 

environmental goals, and

Maintain the best trail user experience possible, and 

Address immediately adjacent homeowner concerns 

where possible

Compromise was modified after hearing concerns of 

SMC on 1/21/2022

14



EELs  Restoration and Trail Map 15



16

MAP Legend – From EEL Pgm MSS Restoration Plan



Malabar West

• The next two pages discuss Malabar West, and the distances to “screening trees”

• The EEL Pgm has identified a goal of maintaining 1000’ to any screens of trees, to 
help promote more optimal scrub habitat

• Several sources quote 136M (~450’), so the T&GC also analyzed MSS at 500’ 

• In most areas, screening trees occur already at the entire property boundaries, so an 
analysis was done by “projecting” the property boundaries toward the property 
interior to see the effect of these screening trees on potentially “optimal habitat” 
areas - see the effects of 1000’ and 500’ offsets

17



Malabar West
“1000 Feet to 

Screening Trees” 
Analysis

Green Arrow on Map 

Represents 1000’ to 

property boundaries and/or 

tall trees

1000’
1000’

1
0
0
0
’

1
0
0
0
’

Projection of each property 

boundary by 1000’ shows total 

overlap.  This property has 0 

area that meets the “optimal” 

Condition.

The 1000’ distance to screening 

trees cannot be met at Malabar 

West

18

1000’



Malabar West
“500 Feet to 

Screening Trees” 
Analysis

Green Arrow on Map 

Represents 500’ to property 

boundaries and/or tall trees

5
0
0
’

Projection of each property 

boundary by 500’ shows a small 

area in the property center that 

could be optimized

NO trail important tree areas are 

inside this optimizable zone

NOTE: Malabar ROW for Briar 

Creek Blvd (100’ wide, property 

of Town of Malabar), and creek 

that feeds directly to the S fork of 

Turkey Creek

500’500’

5
0
0
’

Briar Creek Blvd ROW 
(Town of Malabar)

Drainage Creek

500’

500’

19



Conclusion of 1000’ and 500’ Analysis on Malabar 
West…

20

Malabar West is too small and 

complex in shape, and not 

appropriate to “optimize” 

scrub habitat based on the 

“screens of trees” criteria



Observations of 1000’ & 500’ Analysis 
on Malabar West…

• 1000’ analysis:  Zero property left

• 500’ analysis:  Small, complex area dominated by Malabar-owned right-of-way 
(ROW) and Turkey Creek channel tributary creek

• Optimizable area is not a critical trail area

• Note:  Assuming the EEL program should seek specific permission from the 
Town of Malabar to modify Town of Malabar owned property ROW  

• The ROW is 100’ wide and goes throughout the center of the property.  Gates on 
both ends were built by, and are owned by, Malabar.  Most tall trees were 
removed from the ROW during the 2014 restoration efforts

• Note:  This ROW was damaged in the last restoration, requiring some repair from 
the TOM.  Town ROW should be restored to the satisfaction of TOM 

• Note:  The creek that runs through this property directly feeds Turkey Creek 
channel D and the Indian River Lagoon and is a critical drainage for the Town of 
Malabar

• The Town of Malabar maintains this drainage (example: replaced the drainage 
pipes that cross under Briar Creek Blvd. in 2015)

21



Malabar West

• There is already an established trail compromise here between EEL Pgm and TOM.  TOM  
proposes to build on that compromise while also recognizing that the EEL Pgm wishes to 
have overall fewer “screening” trees of greater than 15’.  Within Malabar West, in general:
• Maintain consideration of the “Trail Buffer” that is +/- 25’ of the trail (perform less 

severe mechanical reduction)

• Within the Trail Buffer, remove all sand pines, remove taller pine trees as necessary, 
and remove scrub oaks greater than 12’ except for the areas specifically delineated, 
keeping all scrub oaks less than 12’  

• The plan calls for tree reduction to 1 – 2 trees of 15’ or greater height per acre

• It has been observered that EEL Pgm typically roller chops or mows scrub oaks down 
to 4-6’.  TOM requests that less severe tree reduction be done near the trails.

• Outside of the trail buffer, manage the property as you see fit, with the exceptions of:

• Specifically delineated areas noted on the next pages

• Some trail modifications are suggested, as a “win-win” scenario, with the goal of both advancing the 
EEL Pgm environmental goals and enhancing the trail users’ experience 

• There is some precedence for this.  When the State of Florida Forestry did a major restoration on the 
Cross Florida Greenway, it started out with a “trail optimization” effort, to move trails away from prime 
scrub to areas where the land managers were more willing to leave more woods and taller overstory. 
References can be provided from TOM via T&GC. 

22



Malabar West

• Malabar West has an important drainage channel that directly feeds the 
south fork of Turkey Creek, and the Indian River Lagoon.

• The TOM expects to see SJRWMD rule compliance by EEL Pgm for these 
waterways (25’ buffer average and 15’ buffer minimum) strictly maintained

• It should be recognized that this is a different habitat

• Overstory removal of the creek should be minimal and not impact the 
creek

• It was observed by TOM that in EEL Pgm Tree removal within the Jordan 
Scrub Sanctuary, at the lake edges, Brontosaurus vegetation removal was 
severe, and trees were pushed into the lake, additionally, the lake edges 
were totally reduced with the grinder (see next page).  This type of 
reduction is not acceptable along a Turkey Creek tributary

23



Point of Reference for MSS Work…
Edge of Lake in Jordan Scrub Sanctuary

24



Malabar West 
Preservation Location A

This is one of the last areas unmodified 

from the original trail buffer compromise

TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, removal of sand 

pines or particularly tall pines, but no 

removal of scrub oak overstory, for the 

following reasons:

1) About half of this trail length shown is 

crossing a wetland and Turkey Creek 

channel D, and is a much different 

habitat. 

2) It is tucked against Stillwater 

Preserve, which also provides a line 

of “screening trees”, and tree removal 

here does not really advance EEL 

Pgm goals to get greater buffer to 

screening trees  

A

25



Malabar West 
Preservation Location A

This is one of the last areas unmodified 

from the original trail buffer compromise

TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, removal of sand 

pines or particularly tall pines, but no 

removal of scrub oak overstory, for the 

following reasons continued:

3) Stillwater Preserve subdivision 

residents have expressed concerns 

with tree removal at this location

4) Tree preservation here provides trail 

users with a brief section that looks 

and feels like deep woods, after a long 

and largely exposed walk/ride south 

down the trail section above

A
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This area habitat is transitioning to 

habitat of the Turkey Creek channel 

area.  It is currently not very tall 

scrub, and as a trail user, you can 

recognize this unique transition from 

scrub to deep woods habitat.

TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, for the following 

reasons:

1) This area transitions to a deep 

woods habitat, and changes to to 

live oaks and palms

2) This area is tucked into a small 

“pocket”, and does not 

significantly advance the habitat 

goals to increase distance to 

screening trees (this “pocket” is 

about 100’ across)

B
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This area habitat is transitioning to 

habitat of the Turkey Creek channel 

area.  It is currently not very tall 

scrub, and as a trail user, you can 

recognize this unique transition from 

scrub to deep woods habitat.

TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, for the following 

reasons continued:

1) This area is one of the better trail 

areas to experience the transition 

to the deep woods 

2) Scrub oaks are not particularly tall 

in this area (15’ average)

3) Southern portion is a location 

where local photographers take 

“ideal Florida” pictures.  This is a 

favorite trail section of trail users. 

B
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Preservation Location B



Habitat in this area is also transitioning to 

the Turkey Creek basin area, and more 

importantly, it provides an important 

connector to the N-S wooded area that 

separates the City of Palm Bay from 

Brook Hollow subdivision.  It provides an 

important game corridor for animals.  It is 

transitioning to the creek habitat to the 

North.  This area offers an excellent 

opportunity to relocate a trail that would 

benefit both trail users, and the EEL Pgm 

environmental goals.  Further, moving a 

trail out of a more prime scrub habitat to 

a habitat that is not prime habitat will 

result in additional prime scrub habitat.

C

Shift trail from prime scrub 
habitat to lesser habitat, 
and only minimally restore 
that location
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Malabar West 
Preservation Location C



TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal, limited to removal of sand pines 

as necessary, with tapering of the edge 

down to fire break, removal of tall pines 

on fire break, and some Fecon thinning 

for the following reasons:

1) This area is important connectivity to, 

and similar to, the property to the 

North

2) Provides an important game corridor 

looking at the overall map

C

Shift trail from prime scrub 
habitat to lesser habitat, 
and only minimally restore 
that location
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Malabar West 
Preservation Location C



TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal, limited to removal of sand pines 

as necessary, with tapering of the edge 

down to fire break, removal of tall pines 

on fire break, and some Fecon thinning 

for the following reasons continued:

3) This area is never going to be prime 

scrub habitat, and it would be better 

used by trail riders, shifting a trail from 

prime habitat to less prime habitat

4) End result of relocating the trail 

provides a larger prime scrub habitat 

and relocates the trail to a non-prime 

area that will also provide a better 

experience for the trail user.  Win-Win. 

C

Shift trail from prime scrub 
habitat to lesser habitat, 
and only minimally restore 
that location
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Preservation Location C



There are a few beautiful mature 

scrub oaks in this area that serve 

as a shade break and rest area 

from a largely shade-free run up 

from the South.  It also serves as 

a small tree buffer against Brook 

Hollow subdivision (some of the 

only remaining historic scrub 

oaks left that once dominated 

this area).

TOM requests minimal tree 

overstory removal in area “D”, 

just removing sand pines, dead 

scrub oaks (from past burns) and 

excessively tall pines if needed 

for the following reasons:

D

Leave mature scrub oaks at 
this small trail junction area
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Malabar West 
Preservation Location D



TOM requests - reasons continued:

1) Small buffer against Brook 

Hollow subdivision

2) Leaves some of the historic 

scrub oaks at a sanctuary 

entrance where  trail users can 

see and enjoy them.  This area 

is used by evening walkers 

everyday

3) Provides trail riders a very short 

shade break at this trail 

intersection

4) Does not significantly affect the 

habitat goals – it is a very small 

area located on the sanctuary 

edge – other tall screening trees 

are within 300’ to N and E

D

Leave mature scrub oaks at 
this small trail junction area
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Preservation Location D



E-W trail that moves uphill in this area.  

Trail is currently problematic.  After the 

last restoration effort, there were many 

piles of trees in the area (~14).  Some 

of those piles caught fire and fire 

fighting plows damaged half of the 

trail.  The trail has never been an ideal 

trail.  Historically, there was another 

trail along the bank of Turkey Creek 

Channel D that went fallow after 2004 

hurricanes.  This is possibly a long-

term goal, but here is a possible “Win-

Win” scenario, by shifting the trail to 

deep woods habitat, and running back 

in along the edge near brook hollow 

fire break, both trail users experience 

and additional scrub habitat result.

E

Shift trail from prime scrub 
habitat to lesser habitat –
improving management 
goals and Trail User 
experience – win-win
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TOM requests a shift of the trail shown 

to approximate new location shown for 

the following reasons:

1) This trail was historically present 

but “dead-ended” and was not re-

opened after the 2004 hurricanes

2) Possible Win-Win for both trail 

users and EEL Pgm environmental 

goals – allowing larger prime scrub 

habitat not interrupted by trail with a 

better trail user experience

E

Shift trail from prime scrub 
habitat to lesser habitat –
improving management 
goals and Trail User 
experience – win-win
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In past MSS restoration efforts by ELL 

Pgm, this small oak hammock was 

negotiated to be preserved specifically 

as a small spot of “historic woods”,  it is 

a hammock of scrub oaks, as were 

present prior to a previous restoration 

(see next page for photo from 2001, 

nearby this location).  The area is small, 

possibly 100’ in diameter, and of little 

overall consequence to the EEL Pgm 

environmental goals.  It should be

recognized that, in its current

unrestored condition, Scrub-Jays ae 

often seen in the understory of this area.

A

Leave the scrub oak 
hammock as is
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Malabar East 
Preservation Location A



TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, just removal of 

sand pines and the taller pine trees,  for 

the following reasons:

1) We often see Scrub Jays in this area.  

They seem to take refuge in the 

understory of the Scrub Oaks. 

2) It is a small area.  It has been 

suggested that a grouping of trees, if 

small enough, is no different than a 

single tree

3) It is near the property boundary to the 

N and W

A

Leave the scrub oak 
hammock as is
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Preservation Location A



TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, just removal of 

sand pines and the taller pine trees,  for 

the following reasons continued:

1) It is all that remains of a much larger 

Scrub Oak forest – the trail was re-

routed into this small oak hammock 

back in early 2000’s. 

2) It provides trail users with a break of 

shade, after a long and largely 

exposed walk/ride throughout the rest 

of the sanctuary.  It is a place to stop 

when overheating. 

A

Leave the scrub oak 
hammock as is
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Live oaks are on far north property 

edge.  There are several very large, 

mature oak trees along the north 

boundary most of these trees are 

already north of the fire break.  

These trees can be preserved with 

little affect on EEL Pgm 

environmental goals.  These trees 

provide a visual break with the 

large urban area to the north. 

B

Leave N boundary Live Oaks 
and large Scrub Oaks
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Malabar East 
Preservation Location B



TOM requests that oak trees on 

North boundary be left, for the 

following reasons:

1) North edge of property (back up 

to property with power lines 

just 30’ away to the north).  

*Predator birds can also perch 

on power lines.

2) Trees provide a visual break 

from the nearby urban area

3) Provides tree shade for users 

near the paved Al Tuttle trail 

just north of this boundary 

B

Leave N boundary Live Oaks 
and large Scrub Oaks
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TOM requests that this area be 

preserved “as-is”

1) This is a narrow edge on the 

property boundary, and does not 

affect the environmental goals of 

the program

2) Area dominated by depression 

marshes and wetlands (this is why

the EEL program chose to move 

their fire break away from the 

property boundary)

3) Provides a visual break for Country 

Cove homeowners

C

Leave boundary inside of 
Fire break on E side of 
Country Cove
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TOM requests that this area be 

preserved “as-is” for the following 

reasons:

1) This is a narrow edge on the 

property boundary, and does not 

affect the environmental goals of 

the program

2) This area is dominated by 

depression marshes and wetlands 

(this is why the EEL program chose 

to move their fire break away from 

the property boundary)

3) These key location trees provide a 

visual break for Country Cove 

homeowners

C

Leave boundary inside of 
Fire break on E side of 
Country Cove
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Malabar East 
Preservation Location C



D

Minimal removal in this 
area, to support both the Al 
Tuttle trail and the off-road 
trail

This is largely a palm and live oak 

hammock, that is likely left over from 

an old farm. It is a very wet area.   It 

provides a good trail user experience. 

A small amount of this could be 

preserved against the Al Tuttle Trail (A 

Brevard County SCTPO Showcase 

Trail), and encompass part of the off-

road trail, significantly enhancing the 

trail user experience with minimal 

affect on the EEL Pgm environmental 

goals – please see photo on next page.

We understand that this N-S trail is 
through prime habitat and can affect 
areas to both E and W, but would 
appreciate consideration of a few trees 
where appropriate
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The Al Tuttle Trail is 

recognized as a  

Brevard County 

Showcase project

There are very tall trees 

on private property, 

immediately adjacent to 

the trail to the S

Request the EELp leave 

~25’ of trees next to 

trail to give the illusion 

of being in the woods, 

and improve the trail 

user experience.

Leave large oaks near 

trail in place
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D

Minimal removal in this 
area, to support both the Al 
Tuttle trail and the off-road 
trail

TOM requests minimal tree overstory 

removal in this area, just removal of 

sand pines, for the following reasons:

1) Enhance both the Al Tuttle Trail and 

the off-road trails by preserving a 

small area of woods ~25’ for user 

experience

2) This area is on the very edge of the 

sanctuary property and will have 

minimal affect on the overall goals 

of the EEL Pgm – very tall trees, on 

neighboring private property are 

immediately adjacent to this 

location and only about 15’ away

3) Small area overall

4) As a wet area, this will never be 

prime scrub habitat

We understand that this N-S trail is 
through prime habitat and can affect 
areas to both E and W, but would 
appreciate consideration of a few trees 
where appropriate
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Preservation Location D



E

Keep this massive Oak 
hammock as simply a 
beautiful spot used by 
many 

This is a very large Scrub Oak 

hammock left as part of the original 

2001 restoration compromise.  It was 

specifically left not for trail users, but 

as a focal point of the main EEL Pgm 

sanctuary entrance, and also to 

enhance the adjacent Malabar Park. 

Many, many people use this area. 

Wedding pictures are taken here, bridal 

showers, pregnancy pictures, trail 

users all frequent this special area.

46Malabar East 
Preservation Location E



E

Keep this massive Oak 
hammock as simply a 
beautiful spot used by 
many 

TOM requests no removal of Scrub Oaks 

in this area, just removal of sand pines,  

and possibly tall pine trees, for the 

following reasons:

1) This is the Sanctuary main entrance.  

This is the highlight of the sanctuary.   

Most trail walkers walk only ~100 

yards, and this area gives them an 

enchanting experience

2) Used by many people besides trail 

users

3) The area is very small area overall

4) It was part of the original 2001 trail 

compromise for MSS

47Malabar East 
Preservation Location E



E

Keep this massive Oak 
hammock as simply a 
beautiful spot used by 
many 

TOM requests no removal of Scrub Oaks 

in this area, just removal of sand pines,  

and possibly tall pine trees, for the 

following reasons continued:

5) On the property boundary.  Not a 

huge affect to environmental goals.  

This complex area already has 

screening trees within 400’ to both 

the E and S. 

6) Enhances the adjacent Malabar Park

7) Best area to view various 

woodpeckers

8) Scrub Jays often seen on the N part of 

this area, under the oak canopy

9) This is the signature area of MSS East 

48Malabar East 
Preservation Location E



F

VERY
wet

This is an unusual area.  Very wet, 

some pines and sparce palmetto, it will 

never be good scrub habitat.  The lake 

is a focal point of the sanctuary with 

mostly walking families and fishermen. 

This area must be walked to 

understand it.  There is a large, tall 

ridge of dirt on the E bank of the lake 

(spoils from digging the lake), which 

screens the area away from the trees 

to the S-W.  West bank of lake is ~600 

feet from edge of scrub habitat.  Given 

the “screen” provided by the spoils

piles on the lake W bank, this should 

be adequate.

49Malabar East 
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F

VERY
wet

TOM requests that minimal restoration 

be done here, near trail, for the 

following reasons:

1) West lake bank ~600 feet from 

scrub habitat

2) Serves as a focal point of the 

sanctuary entrance

3) Used by may folks other than trail 

users.  A favorite location for 

fishermen teaching kids to fish.  

4) Provides a screen of trees from 

Malabar Community Park 

5) Provides a screen of trees to 

adjacent properties

6) This is a wet environment and will 

never be optimal scrub habitat

50Malabar East 
Preservation Location F
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