TOWN OF MALABAR

TEEN COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 2013
7:00 PM
MALABAR COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2725 MALABAR ROAD
MALABAR, FLORIDA

AGENDA
A CALL TO ORDER, PRAYER & PLEDGE
B. ROLL CALL

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1. TEEN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 01/15/13

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS (NON-AGENDA ITEMS)

E. DISCUSSION:
2. PLANTING VEGETABLE GARDENS IN FRONT YARDS
COUNCIL COMMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS

L @

SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING — MARCH 19, 2013

ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: THERE MAY BE ONE OR MORE MALABAR ELECTED OFFICIALS ATTENDING
THIS MEETING.

If any individual decides to appeal any decision made by this Council WEth‘ respect to any matter considered at this meeting, a verbatim
transcript may be required and the individual may need to insure that a verbatim transcript of the proceeding is made (FS 286.0105). The Town
does not provide this service.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act {ADA), anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting should contact the
Town Clerk at 727-7764 at least 48 hours in advance of this meeting. E
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TOWN OF MALABAR

TEEN COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO: 1
Meeting Date: February 19, 2013

Prepared By: Cynthia Kelley, Secretary to Board

SUBJECT: Approval Teen Council Minutes

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:
Attached are the summary minutes for the following 01/15/13

ATTACHMENTS:
e Draft Minutes from Park and Recreation regular meeting January 15, 2013

ACTION OPTIONS: ;
Recording Secretary requests approval of the minutes



“The following draft minutes are subject to changes and/or revisions by the Teen Council and
shall not be considered the approved minutes until approved by the Teen Council.”

MALABAR TEEN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
January 15, 2013 7:00 PM

Purpose: This program provides the opportunity to teenage students to learn first-hand how a
local government operates by participating in simulated town council meetings. The Teen
Council will meet once a month on Tuesday during the school year.

This meeting of the Malabar Town Council was held at Town Hall at 2725 Malabar Road.

A. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Co
Mahoney. Prayer and pledge were led by Chair Connor Mahoney.

B. ROLL CALL:
CHAIR CONNOR MAHONEY
TEEN COUNCIL MEMBERS: BRIANA MAHONEY
DARIEN MAHONEY
JACOB ADKINS, excu
DENIS RIVET, not
BECKY VAIL, ng

MAYOR:
RECORDING SECRETARY:

C. 1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Discussion: _

MOTION: D. Mahoney/Ritter
presented. VOTE: ALL AY

doesn’t want to be callgd.an attorney but a technical advisor. He also would like to have
some house-keeping and introduce the teens so he is familiar with everyone is. The

Mayor asked if they would like to discussion and then go into the aspect of the chicken
sissue(s). He would like to know what the Council feels about this issue and if the
ommunity should be allowed to have chickens. Kelley stated that this Council is run
just like the Town Council. The Chair opens the discussion to the public and then brings
it back to the Council for a motion, discussion and vote. Mayor stated this is fine. He
" just wants to understand how the process works.

2. BACKYARD CHICKENS o
Chair gave background to the public to Council and the audience. Hhe then opened up
to public comments.
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Public Comments:

Liz Ritter, 2860 Orange Avenue, came forward and addressed the Council. She felt th:
since Malabar is a rural community, chickens should be allowed. If the chickens
become a nuisance, they can be beneficial to the residents by providing eggs and
for consumption. With the economy, it would be a good thing to allow them.
more chickens.

MOTION: Ritter/D. Mahoney to allow chickens in all the zones of Mala ar

Iy foud. But
~a specific area.
ay the economy is.
an be kept in a small
imals are animals and

Discussion: Ritter stated that chickens can be very noisy; they ¢
they don't really take up that much space and can be trained to s
He also stated that chickens would help the residents wi
They would help residents save money at the grocery stor
area of the property in coops or pens. D. Mahoney felt
they all make noises. If any issues arise, Council wi
didn't feel there are would be any issues with people having animals on their property. It
is their property and should be allowed to have

Mayor Beatty stated that we are discussin
see the ordinance from Brevard County, £
ordinance allows for a total of four hens,
stated no roosters are allowed. They
years ago, roosters were neut
control.

Chair Mahoney stated tha
stated that they are only.

it T stated also one rooster. Mayor Beatty
t want the noise of a rooster. He stated that
ep them from crowing to keep the noise under

ould allow chickens in all zones of Malabar. Kelley
ed in RR65 at this time. Liz Ritter stated that you don't
want them to be in ¢ ial areas as people won'’t be there to take care of them and
their needs, they shauld bein residential zones only. Kelley stated that if you allow in all
residential zonings, yeumeed to have the ordinance changed and the zoning changed.
Chair Mahoney=stated the zoning wouldn't have to be changed, just the ordinance
stating that:chickens would be allowed in:all residential zones. Chair Mahoney stated
that we d to amend the motion to state all residential zones be allowed to have

AMENDED MOTION Ritter/D. Mahoney to allow chickens in all residential zones
in Malabar.

lley asked if Council if they wanted to put a number limit on the amount of chickens
. allowed in residential zoning. D. Mahoney stated she wanted to keep it open in the
~ beginning and see what happens. If issues arise, they will be addressed at that time.

VOTE: All Ayes.
Motion carried unanimously.

COUNCIL COMMENTS: None
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G. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

H. SCHEDULE NEXT TEEN COUNCIL MEETING
Next scheduled meeting is February 19, 2013

Mayor Beatty stated that the main subject matter for next monthl’s meeting w.
vegetable gardening in the front yard.

. ADJOURNMENT
There being no further discussion, MOTION: Ritter/D. Mahoney,

7:40 pm. VOTE: All Ayes.

BY‘:

Transcribed by:

Cynthia Kelley, Recording Secretary

Date Approved:




TOWN OF MALABAR

TEEN COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO: 2
Meeting Date: February 19, 2013

Prepared By: Cynthia Kelley, Secretary to Board

SUBJECT: Planting Vegetable Gardens in Front Yards

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

At the last Teen Council meeting, Mayor Beatty stated that this would be the topic of discussion.
This is something that has come up with Brevard County and they are addressing this issue.
Mayor Beatty thought this would be a topic to discuss and decide what should happen in
Malabar; should it be allowed or not?

ATTACHMENTS:
Florida Today Newspaper Article dated January 15, 2013
Florida Today Newspaper Article dated November 13, 2012

: o4 )

ACTION OPTIONS:
Discussion
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Orlando considers changes in vegetable garden fight

By Margaret Kavanagh, Reporter
Last Updated: Tuesday, January 15, 2013, 5:20 PM

0

ORLANDO -- VIDEO STORIES

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article. html/content/news/articles/cfn/2... 2/13/2013
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How big should your vegetable garden grow on your property?
g y g g g y property Vaoetable garden at the center of

&

debate with city of Ortands

Gardening enthusiasts are fighting with the city of Orlando for their rights
to grow as city leaders work to change the current landscaping codes.
While city officials are recommending changes that would make
homeowners more free to plant their gardens, not everyone is happy.

City of Orianda Yeoolabile Garden

The chief city planner discussed a proposal that city leaders have put
together after admitting their codes needed to be rewritten. The proposal
puts regulations on the size and the height of vegetable gardens,
specifically in the front yards of people's property in the city of Orlando -
but it allows the gardens, which it didn't before.

Anenda

Does the government have the right t

Still, some think the rules are oo strict. i
tell you how big your garden can be’?

Jason Helvenston's vegetable garden is at the center of this controversy.
After losing his job, he and his wife started relying on it heavily for food. T Yes

“We are broke. This is our food and we are going to fight until the death “ No
for it and that's the bottom line,” Helvenston said.
. ; . View all recent polls
The city code enforcement was alerted after Helvenston’s neighbor - - - -
This poll is not scientific and reflects the opinions of

c:ompiained. only those internet users who have chosen to
participate.

s too much. If we wanted to move to a farm, we wouldn't have moved
to downtown," said neighbor Grethen Padin.

The complaint highlighted confusion in the way the current code is written. City planning leaders submitted a
proposal.

The new landscape code states a vegetable garden in the front yard must be five feet away from your neighbor's
property. It must only take up 25 percent of your front vard and things like tomato plants can only be four feet tall.

It went on to state that they want to support property owners who want to grow their gardens on their property, but
said they need to balance these desires with reasonable rules that protect the way the city of Orlando looks, among
other environmental concerns.

"People using old pantyhose to tie up tomatoes, leaving tools out. We have {o balance what is hest for people and
their neighbors," said Municipal Planning Board Chairman Stuart Buchanan.

Front yard vegetable garden supporters said the rules are too restrictive and intrusive to their rights.

"To sit there and set our vegetables to a higher standard. | mean, a pedestal so high we couldn’t reach it. That is
not fair, that is not even close to fair and this is America and we want equal rights for equal plants. That's the bottor
ling,” Helvenston said.

There will be two more hearings about this issue with the Municipal Planning Board. Then a recommendation will b
given to City Council, who will ultimately make a final decision.

LATEST NEWS: ORANGE COUNTY

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2...  2/13/2013
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Tim Davis murder bial sirelches into Day 3 (=i

2iound dead in Tall home. depiies looking for shootsr
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i
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Winter Park hosts first rdaht perade for Ms
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Jury seated in sl of fommer OPD officer Tim Davis

27 comments

Rosemary January 15, 2013 7:37 AM

If the White House can have a vegetable garden then these people should beable tol!

Report ihis conunend

Shana January 15, 2013 7:45 AM

The government has no say on how big your own garden in your own living area should. There vegetables, not pot or
anything that will harm anyone or any animal. As long as they keep there garden presentable, the government should
back off.

Report ihis comment

Anonymous January 15, 2013 8:17 AM

There is standards to people's yards that need to maintained. It is just like the neighbor that has four broke down cars in
their front yard. Just think of the poor neighbors on both sides that have to look at that. If they wanti to live like that they
should live out in the country somewhere,

Renort ihis ooy

Karen January 15, 2013 8:27 AM

I commend this family. With the price of vegetables and the chemicals on the ones in the stores, they are to be cheered.
More of us should do this.
Beport ihis commaont

Roberta January 15, 2013 8:35 AM

I think it is a lovely garden and the government has no right to tell people what kind of plants to grow on their own
property whether they rent or own or how to grow it. Too much government control and nosey neighbors....geesh,

Fepord this comment

Brenda January 15, 2013 8:38 AM

Of all things to argue about in such a messed up world. Let the people alone and go after the REAL criminals

Heport this commeant

red plannit January 15, 2013 8:41 AM

we should all be doing this. it's good for the soil, it's oxygen producing, it stimulates the insect food chain and more... plus,
it's economically sound. the government and nosey neighbors need to shut up and learn something.

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2... 2/13/2013
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Report his comment

Sarah January 15, 2013 8:45 AM

Stay out of it, government. As long as the taxes on the land are paid these people may grow whatever vegetables they
wisty; neighbors be damned.
Raport ihis comment

¢ in the bay January 15, 2013 8:56 AM

How appailing, someone would call and complain at people who are doing what people HAD to do years ago... and quite
honestly, what people will have to do again, given all of the GMOs in store bought produce. This is @ much more
economical option to purchasing organics. Grow your own! | have my own garden, but it is in the backyard.. if | had the
time to maintain one in my front yard, | would! And, the suplus that I didn't freeze or can | would give to my neighbors...
except the one who felt his nose had to be in my butt!!! Shame on the neighbor, and shame on the city / government.

Report ts conment

Red January 15, 2013 9:56 AM

Oh come on, if you have property values to maintain, | understand the garden, but not this big. The government should
stay out of the fight and this couple should use common sense and put it on the side or wherever it is less visible. NO one
cares about them growing it, just where it is. Would you people want this next to your home? | doubt it. No matter what
you say.

Hoport this comment

Anonymous January 15, 2013 10:12 AM

I belisve you should be entitled to have you rown garden but it makes me wonder why these restrictions are in force to
begin with? Did gardens used to be huge and vegatables patches were overgrown to the point where roots were
diruptiong neighbouring houses for instance? | think you need to see it from both sides before being able to form an
opinion which is what the Media don't seem to do!

Roport this comumentd

Red January 15, 2013 10:17 AM

I agree but this appears to be in excess. The media never tries to get both sides. Whatever side they are on is what
matters, in ANY ISSUE.. I love fresh veggies but not like this. Can you imagine how all the people who maintain nice
yards feel? Put it in a place that is less obvious. Hey meadia, ask other neighbors as well. You would be surprised at their
answers, | am sure.

Report ihis commeant

Frank January 15, 2013 10:24 AM

Edible landscape can be beautiful. These folks need suggestions and volunteer help rather than depletion of their food

source.
This is an ugly yard. The iron fist of government is a last resort.

Frank
Reporl this commend

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2... 2/13/2013
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JAS January 15, 2013 10:41 AM

Typical of big government. They don't want to have people on government **“istance, but when they try to feed
themselves they are told they can't. If they can not have their garden, then maybe they should be allowed to keep their
property tax money o offset what they would have been able to produce.

Report tis comment

Lee January 15, 2013 11:05 AM

What gets me is the guy complaining lives in PR. A absent landowner complaining. | love it

Repord ihis commment

Ron Tuttle January 15, 2013 11:32 AM

politicians & neighbors will screw up a two car train.
Reporl this commant

RL January 15, 2013 11:53 AM

Property values depleted? What property values the goverment has already let them decline to an old time low. Leave
these people alonel The complainer is only worried about his rental property being reniable. This is an olde neighborhood
and does not have any homeowners ****ociation to make you paint your house a certain color and that. The ity needs to
but out and quit listening to the minority as the majority don't care about this gardenl!

Fenport this cormunent

Lee Somers January 15, 2013 12:45 PM

Notice how, in the comments, the autocensor has removed the letters a,8,.and s from several quite legitimate words. This
is typical of what starts to go wrong when government (bureaucrats)try o enforce ‘good for all' standards. Regardless of
the original intent, all systems of code limit, repress, and ulimately destroy creativity and spirit uniess subjected to
contextual review by the concerned...Grow those veggies!

Heport this comimant

snoopy January 15, 2013 2:35 PM

makes me want to go home and put one in my yardithe city needs to back off and fix things in their own vard

Report this comimert

Red January 15, 2013 2:57 PM

Oh come on... You have to agree you wouldn't want 1o live next door to this. You should be able o have what you want
but on the side, not on the street..| don't care how old the property is. It fooks awful and | don't live there. Try and rent
your property with that.. What next 6 cars up on jacks? Let common sense prevail and keep the GOVT. out of it. They
screw up everything .

Report this comment

tim January 15, 2013 3:52 PM

why not backyard
Faport this comment

Sharron January 15, 2013 4:22 PM

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article. html/content/news/articles/cfn/2...  2/13/201 3
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There are other front yards in College Park with a vegetable garden. This one in question looks nice, has a very nice
house (much better looking than the neighbor that complained & doesn't even live therel) | don't see where the problem
is, does the city really need these people's $500 daily fine for this sustainable garden in this economy? These
homeowner's should be commended for doing this!

Report this comunent

karen January 15, 2013 8:28 PM

Its ok to bear arms, jkareust not fruit and vegetables. Whata message.
Heport this comment

Nobody January 15, 2013 10:30 PM

To the person that compared food quality produce with a "broke down car”, what is wrong with you?! Every household
should have a garden like this. Are you seriously asking for government regulation requiring we buy sub-standard
produce from a supermarket, rather than grow it naturally?

Repor this comment

Casey January 16, 2013 8:42 AM

{ live in Audubon Park and someone here is being fined $500 a day for their vegetable garden being oo big in their front
yard. Glad my tax money is going to someocne enforcing them to stop those horrendous criminals.....

Haport this comment

pamperedjane January 16, 2013 10:56 AM

If the neighbors don't like it, they have 2 choices; don't look at them or put up a fence. People in other peoples business -
it starts at the top and filters all the way down.

Report this comment

Mencken Sowell January 17, 2013 12:36 AM

My lust for power and relevance is $o strong, | would make my life a parody just to sit in a government building and make
decisions for you.

i ihis comment

Comment
.......... |
B
Name
Email

Website (optional)

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/cfn/2...  2/13/2013
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POSTING PROCESS: Comments will appear on the page within 10 minutes of a submission. There is a 400
character limitation to each post and comments will be held to this restriction. If you see a post you feel violates the
posting policy please click on Report this post for a staff member to review.

POSTING POLICY: Vulgar, obscene, and offensive language will not be tolerated. Anyone who uses such
language in their post will not be allowed to participate in future comments. While we value freedom of speech, we

also wish to protect our visitors from exposure to inflammatory content. Thank you.

COMMENTS BY USERS ARE NOT ENDORSED BY SERVICE PROVIDER: You can access the | User Ag i
at any time. Your use of and/or registration on any aspect of the Service will constitute vour agreement to campiy

with these rules.

ri(updated 3/16/12) Bright House Networ

Use of this site constitutes acceptance of our Lisar A
and ! ey (updated 3/16/12).

he material on this site may not be ieproduced distributed, transmitted, cached or otherwise used, except with the prior writ

Yo 2 Frivacy s A

http://baynews9.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article. html/content/news/articles/cfn/2...  2/13/2013



Vegetable garden in crosshairs of code enforcement

NEWS  WEATHER  TRAFFIC  SPORTS ONTHETOWN  COMMUNITY  POLITICS
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Vegetable garden in crosshairs of code enforcement

By Margaret Kavanagh , Reporter
L.ast Updated: Tuesday, November 13, 2012, 5:26 PM

ORLANDO -- Code Enforcement Cfficers told them their garden had to O
go. But the homeowner put a fight and now city leaders say they are

regvaluating their policies -- and will possibly change the rules. Yenotables

City of Orfonids

ardens Petion

The homs In question is in Orlando - specifically the College Park area.

There are over 20 fruits and vegetables in the front garden outside the
Helvenstons' housa.

The Helvenstons' said they were shocked {o get a letter in the mall a few weeks ago from the City of Orfando Code
Enforcement Officer stating they had failed to "maintain ground covers” on the property and needed to correct the
problem.

That meant their property was not properly maimained,

“This is more than just about our littie garden,” said Jason Helvenston. "This is about our constitutional right to grow
vegetables on your own fand.”

He called the city and said he offered to put muich and pine straw down.

"They said not that would not be acceptable” Helvenston sald. "Al that time | said | would put up 2 white pickst
ence. They sald that would not be acceptable, at which time | said, ‘'well I'm not going to rip up my garden.’ And |
specifically said please clarify that the only option | have is {0 rip up my garden and replace it with ground cover,
and they said yes.”

om an out-of-town landlord who was concerned about her property value going

They said the complaint cam
down.

BUSINESS

National
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LOTTO  VIDEQ

Health  Space  Espaiiol
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Vinyl fence panel $39.99 (877) 281-5215
for free Estimate!

Foreclosure défense, Stopa Law Firm
Experience matters. Read our blog!
e P .

# £

QOutdoor Planters On Sale Today! Highest
Quality, Free Shipping

RS I ORAEY

Online Garden Planning Tool. Plan, Space
And Rotate Crops AslChaioes (i

http://www.cfnews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/... 2/13/2013
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nly for financiat

Watch the NEW YOU on
Demand with new host,
Tony Little! Now available
your local On Demand
channel!

“We should really be sncouraged to grow ow vegetable gardens,” said Jennifer Helvenston. "Not
reasons, hut for health reasans and community reasons.”

We reached out to the clty of Orlando. They said the Code Enforcement Officer was doing her job when she
informed the Helvenstons that they were in violation of the nules. However. city officials said they ars now iooking at
changing their policies.

Email your video to yisaoiBvavendommand ooy
They sent us a written statement now!

s
T

The City is not requiring the property owner 1o tear up his garden, The City of Orlando is committed o
enviropmental responsibifity and encourages the use of vegetable gardens as a sustainable source of
producing food. The City is working with the property owner (o address a concem shared by a neighbor, The
concern was refated to the appearance of the lack of ground cover.

"The City does not have an ordinance governing vegetable gardens in the front yard. Our existing landscape
code never contemplated front yard food production, hence the confusion. As society's tastas change, we
continue 1o adapt our development and lsndscape codas,

"To assist with this process and the topic of sustainability as a whole, the City has created a Gresn Works
Task Force The Task Force will help develop Orlando’s plan for sustainability, which wilt serve as the road
map to steer future policies, developments and investments. The Task Force will review the current land
davelopment code as i relales to landscaping and explare options and standards”

Breaking News, Severe Weather & Traffic alerts
with Bans 13 B0
and/or cell phone.

The City Code requires (Sec. 60.207. - General Requirements) ground covers shall be planted in a manner so as It's easy to sign up!
to present a finished appearance with reasonably complete coverage.”

“Now they ssem to be looking in a positive dirgction of which to include gardens in the future so this doesn't happen
to other people,” Jason Hebvension said,
Find out what's happening in your neighborhood and

They called the compiaint a blessing and said it has highlighied an important issue. submit your event now!

The Helvenstons said they have a meeting scheduled with oity planning and code enforcement officials this Friday.

There are a few differ Heminole Qounly

i petitions being circulated in support of the vegetabie garden.

Buis

LATEST NEWS: ORANGE COUNTY

Makoplasty, A Robotic Knee
Surgery Offers Fast Recovery And

Less Scars

Every weekend News 13
salutes the best of Central
Florida who is an £yuy
§ . See the story of
someone who's making a
difference with their

Sy
actions, their words, or their beliefs.

Chech out thelr stovdes hare.

Be connected, get free member extras, give your
opinions AND win prizes!

http://www.cfhews13.com/content/news/cfnews13/news/article.html/content/news/articles/... 2/13/2013



March 2013

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Town Council  Rocky Point
7:30 HOA
Meeting
6:30
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
SCLC MMA P&Z
Dinner Meeting 7:30
5:00
T&G
6:00
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Town Council Teen Council Park Board
7:30 7:00 7:30
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
P&Z
7:30

31

TOWN OF MALABAR

2725 Malabar Road
Malabar, FL 32950

Phone; 321-727-7764
Fax: 321-722-2234

Email:
townclerk@townofmalabar.org



