TOWN OF MALABAR

TEEN COUNCIL MEETING
TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 2013
7:00 PM
MALABAR COUNCIL CHAMBERS
2725 MALABAR ROAD
MALABAR, FLORIDA

AGENDA
A CALL TO ORDER, PRAYER & PLEDGE
B. ROLL CALL

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
1. TEEN COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES - 10/16/12

D. PUBLIC COMMENTS (NON-AGENDA ITEMS)

E. DISCUSSION:
2. BACKYARD CHICKENS
F. COUNCIL COMMENTS

PUBLIC COMMENTS

r @

SCHEDULE NEXT MEETING - FEBRUARY 19, 2013

ADJOURNMENT

NOTE: THERE MAY BE ONE OR MORE MALABAR ELECTED OFFICIALS ATTENDING
THIS MEETING.

If any individual decides to appeal any decision made by this Council with respect to any matter considered at this meeting, a verbatim
transcript may be required and the individual may need to insure that a verbatim transcript of the proceeding is made (FS 286.0105). The Town
does not provide this service.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), anyone who needs a special accommodation for this meeting should contact the
Town Clerk at 727-7764 at least 48 hours in advance of this meeting.

|
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TOWN OF MALABAR

TEEN COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO: 1
Meeting Date: January 15, 2013

Prepared By: Cynthia Kelley, Secretary to Board

SUBJECT: Approval Teen Council Minutes

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:
Attached are the summary minutes for the following 10/16/12

ATTACHMENTS:
e Draft Minutes from Park and Recreation regular meeting October 16, 2012

ACTION OPTIONS:
Recording Secretary requests approval of the minutes



“The following draft minutes are subject to changes and/or revisions by the Teen Council and
shall not be considered the approved minutes until approved by the Teen Council.”

MALABAR TEEN COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING
October 16, 2012 7:00 PM

Purpose: This program provides the opportunity to teenage students to learn first-hand how a
local government operates by participating in simulated town council meetings. The Teen
Council will meet once a month on Tuesday during the school year.

This meeting of the Malabar Town Council was held at Town Hall at 2725 Malabar Road

A. CALL TO ORDER: The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm by Chair Bri
Mahoney. Prayer and pledge were led by Chair Briana Mahoney.
B. ROLL CALL: :
CHAIR BRIANA MAHONEY
TEEN COUNCIL MEMBERS: CONNOR MAHONEY
DARIEN MAHONEY
JACOB ADKINS
DENIS RIVET, absent*
THOMAS ESCHENB
BECKY VAIL
JERRY VAIL

ATTORNEY:
RECORDING SECRETARY:

At this time, Secretary Kelley announ
October 27, 2012 is Florida City Go
school had anything planned gov

Kelley gave information abc ‘€andidate Forum and invited all the Teen Council and
parents to come out and. Sar about the candidates that are running for the Mayor’s seat
and open Council seat

C. 1.  APPROVAL OE.
Discussion: Nt
MOTION: .B=

M%“honeleltter to approve the minutes from September 18, 2012 as

Laura M honey came forward to question the suggestlon of a bike trail in Malabar.
Kelley reported that this is being worked on as a work in progress. A representative
m the Park Board attends the monthly BPTAC meetings to get bike trails in the area
. under way.

* DISCUSSION:

2. AMENDMENT 4 - A CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT RELATING TO
PROPERTY TAXES v

Chair Briana Mahoney read the background information to Council and to the audience.

She then opened up to public comments.
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Public Comments:

Liz Ritter, 2860 Orange Avenue, came forward and addressed Council. We, in Malabar
don't really pay a lot of taxes; it is kept to the minimal point any way. Don't need tg
the taxes. As well as for first-time home buyers, this is also for rental properties, s
homes and commercial properties. The income received on these types of prope
needed to provide for the tenants (i.e. maintenance/upkeep of the prop
town, we are not really charging much for taxes.

Discussion: Kelley asked if the Council understood the amendm
mean for a yes/no vote. Ritter explained to the Council his view of
passed, it would mean reduced revenues or budget cuts to the loc

Attorney Crews asked if there is a motion on the floor
understand; if it's passed, what's the difference. Ritie
passes, the people wouldn't have to pay taxes on
local governments wouldn’t be getting as much
the residents are accustomed to and want to
cut which really wouldn’t be helping the economys.  Attorney Crews stated this is one
time that the government is trying to control behavior or encourage behavior through the
legislative process to push for chang ‘the .amendment of the Constitution. Some
people think this is great as they are p ) special tax breaks. If you look at this
amendment the government is trying\‘ D ourage home ownership activities to give tax
ner tax breaks as well. It may help spur the

alue of the property. The
to provide for the services that
basically, the budget would be

stay out of it. These are s re oﬁhe arguments that people have but there are other
arguments regarding thi

re are, currently, exemptions available. There are still
meowners and homestead exemptions. Kelley stated the list
e various types of exemptions that are available for those who
just:something that is being added to the list for additional exemptions; a
le interested in purchasing property.

goes on and ¢
qualify. Th}

Brain Vail,2700 Smith Lane, came forward and addressed Council. He doesn’t know if
it would affect Malabar as much as the surrounding areas; we don't have a lot of
property turn over. It will have a trickle down affect. Once properties start selling, you

ill see the difference. He doesn’t see it now affecting our revenues as a town but as
things do start to sell, we will see a shaort-fall. . Yes it will encourage people to do more
but it will affect the running of the cities/towns.

Attorney Crews stated that this is another argument that Council should discuss. Many
people believe that this is not an issue that should be in the Constitution. The legislature
should deal with issues like this which they are able to do so why make it a constitutional
amendment. It will affect you forever whereas if the legislature makes a change they
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can reverse it later when the conditions have changed. Ritter stated that this should be
on the Presidential Debate. Several people stated that this is just for Florida; it is not,
country-wide. Ritter stated that this could come in the future.

C. Mahoney stated that one thing he found that, while reading, it appears that cities
not allowed to collect property taxes until 1885. The Florida State Senate; unifi
equal rate of property taxation was putinto the Constitution in 1885. He logk his up
and found that this is when the whole Constitution was re-done; the scra 1e.61d one
and completely restarted the process. In 1885, that is when the cities w: owed to
start collecting property taxes. There are probably other ways to colf gvenue then
with just property taxes. '

torney Crews stated
ey asked if property
ed if he was speaking
ser for the County makes
ir "office if you felt that your
ltie. They may change it or not.

Ritter asked how much of the revenues are from property ta
that it is 18% in Malabar. But typically, it's closer to 25%. C
taxes are higher than the usual rate allowed. Attorney
of the assessed value of the property. The Propert
those assessments; you could make contact \
property’s assessed value isn't a fair or unreasg

0 motion on the floor.

d Basically the motion would affect the
rd it, it was 5% for the first three years if you
-Heard that it wasn't affecting the homestead.
He stated that this is a way to reduce the

people hear tax cut, they will vote for it. The people want
- knowing what it will affect. C. Mahoney stated he would probably
unfair tax system. We have all these different people who aren’t
ver here are taxed. It should be the same for everyone and make it

it could harden the economy with all the tax cuts. If you are getting
, government workers are going to lose their jobs; there will be less
revenue going to the government. Ritter stated it would depend on what you are in;
'wherrthey do cut something (government), it is usually energy, education, health and the
ower spent things than the higher items. Attorney stated that even though you are
- reducmg taxes, it may not mean reduction in revenues. If you have an exemption for
first-time home buyers, you may have more first-time home buyers purchasing property,
" thus creating a healthy economy with contractors building homes. They are making
more money and paying more taxes so you end up with more revenue. It's very
complex. Brian Vail stated that it is there hope, by encouraging more spending, it will
stimulate the economy and people will start spending money and values will go up. It
will help get the economy rolling. It will off-set the economy in the future.
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Marcie Adkins, 2055 Valkaria Road, came forward and addressed Council. She aske
why Council doesn’t do a straw vote.

MOTION: D. Mahoney/Ritter to approve Amendment 4.
Attorney Crews gave some insight to Council. Usually when an item is brought=befor
an elected body, it requires a motion first before discussion. Then you ar ved to
debate and discuss the issue.
VOTE: All Nays.

Motion failed unanimously.

Attorney Crews stated that if anyone wanted to hear how the me voted, you can

call for a roll call vote.
F. COUNCIL COMMENTS: None
G. PUBLIC COMMENTS: None

H. SCHEDULE NEXT TEEN COUNCIL MEETING .
November 20, 2012 meeting cancelled due to the Thanksglvmg holiday; December 18,
2012 will be the next scheduled meetin
Mayor Crews asked if Council had an idaas for the agenda. No ideas were stated at
this time. .

R ADJOURNMENT .
There being no further discy

ion, MOTION: C. Mahoney/Ritter, meeting adjourned at
7:40 pm. VOTE: All

BY:
Briana Mahoney, Chair

T

Transcribed by:




TOWN OF MALABAR

TEEN COUNCIL

AGENDA ITEM REPORT

AGENDA ITEM NO: 2
Meeting Date: January 15, 2013

Prepared By: Cynthia Kelley, Secretary to Board

SUBJECT: Backyard Chickens

BACKGROUND/HISTORY:

The Mayor, based on the recent discussions at the County level, has brought this to you for
discussion. Citizens in residential areas want to be able to keep chickens either as pets or for
eggs/meat. The Town of Malabar only allows chickens in RR-65 zoning at this time; which
provides an acre and a half of land.

ATTACHMENTS:

Table 1-3.2 — Land Use by Districts Chart '

Newspaper article from Florida Today dated 12/07/12

Newspaper article from Florida Today dated 11/19/12

Portion of Minutes from Brevard County Commission Meeting 12/06/12

ACTION OPTIONS:
Discussion and recommendation.
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TABLE 1-3.2. LAND USE BY DISTRICTS
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Florida Today Article Search

Articles
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Florida Today article results for chicken rules

Brevard loosens rules on backyard chickens
an. Dave ... west Cocoa couple, who first proposed liberalizing the chicken rules to the commission
in Apnl "I'm looking forward to Christmas with chickens this vear," Goudelock said. But ..

Brevard loosens rules on backyard chickens
[ty 1i . west Cocoa couple who first

proposed fiberalizing the ch|cken rufes 1o the commission in April. "I'm looking

forward to Christmas with chickens this year,” Goudelock said. But John Schantzen ..

Count considers chicken options
= ... and Development Department staff proposed a minimum lot size of a half-acre for two
chickens "o ensure sufficient buﬁ‘enng of chicken coops from neighboring properties.” County planner ..

Chicken fans lobby for flocks
At 5120 i » ..., Ga. -- came to a recent commission mesting in his coveralls and bright-yellow Chicken
Whl%perer cap to lobby for an erdinance to change the county rules on chicken possession in |

Ch;ckens may soon be OK in Rockledge
g . to the Green Marketplace farm to play with the chickens. “My boys like o chase the
Cross said. Home owner associations could adopt rules

chmkens around the yard,

Update: Commtss&oners vote to ease rules on backyard chicken raising
< ... TODAY County commissioners directed staff to seek to make it easier for people to
hickens in their backyards Commissioners voted 4-1 to give staff the green light to ..

Backyard hi kens have neighbors crying fowl
f g .. number of cities across the country have loosened rules banning chickens in
residential areas accorqu to media reports. In the past week, city leaders in Ef .

Brevard commission loosens restrictions on residential chickens
fie ... was a bad idea, and would result in dispuies between neighibors. He said the current
ke per household in residential areas is fine, "l feel my ..

elpl: Recycling rules vary from city o city
have added a line to the information that appeared herein last week that stated ";rules may be different
Y municipal es that have separate contraciual agreements with Waste Management.”

Smlles hugs rute at adoption event
t a secure home." After the ceremony, the children punched helium-filied balloons. They
hey similed for pictures. And more pictures. They yelled for Mom. For .

ate chxcken and cupcakes.

3 4 5 .17 18 Next

Not finding what you're looking for?
Look for stories older than 30 days in the Florida Today's Archives.

L.ook here for more search options.

SEARCH

foor for ohicken nades o
shoppmq | Jobs | Cars | Homes | Apartments | Coupons | Classifieds | Movies

i

http://search.floridatoday.com/sp?aff=1100&skin=&keywords=chicken rules
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chicken rules
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SEARCH

Local Yellow Page results

Bonefish Willy's Riverfront

Grille
BONEFISHWILLYS - Gourmet Seafood
fufelph Cuisine
.

Come to Skewers for
some of the boldest and
creative ...

Mezza Luna
Fine Italian Cuising in a Bistro
setting.

wiorg Yellow Page rostits | Get tisted here

1/9/2013



SECTION B | MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2012 | FLORIDA TODAY | FLORIDATODAY.COM

Backyard
chicken
rules split
county

Final hearing,
vote set for Dec. 6

By Dave Berman
FLORIDA TODAY

Brevard County’s commis-
sioners might have a tough
time reaching consensus on
what to do about regulating
chicken ownership.

Commissioners~ were all
over the map during a discus-
sion at a hearing Tuesday. A fi-
nal hearing and vote is set for
Dec. 6.

. Planning and Development
Director Robin Sobrino pro-
posed an ordinance letting
residents of areas zoned for
single-family homes in unin-
corporated Brevard to have
up to four chickens, ducks, pi-
geons or other fowl, as long as
their property is a half-acre or
larger. Fow] would have to be
1n a ¢oop or similar structure;
roosters would be banned; and
commercial breeding and
§1aughtering would be prohib-
ited. Currently, there is a one-
chicken-per-property  limit,
exceptinareas zoned for agri-
culture, where there is no
maximum and roosters are al-

lowed.
Chicken

Continued from Page 18

Proponents of raising
chickens for eggs want less
restrictive rules for neigh-
borhoods outside city lim-
its. In August, the commis-
sion directed staffers to
prepare an amendment to
zoning rules for areas
zoned for - single-family
homes.

Commissioner Trudie
Infantini said the proposal
is still too restrictive, since
many lots are smaller than
a half-acre. Infantini fa-
vored allowing up to four
chickens on lots as small as
a quarter-acre.

Commission Vice Chair-
man Andy Anderson sug-
gested the proposal is fine
for now and could be made
less restrictive later if
there are no complaints af-
ter it has been in effect for
a while.

Commission Chairman
Chuck Nelson wants noth-
ing to do with reducing re-
strictions on chickens.

“I just think this is a ter-
ribleidea,” he said. “I’'m go-
ing to have the pleasure of
looking across my canal at
a chicken coop. Commis-
sioner Infantini, if " you
want to have chickens on
South Beaches, bless your

heart. I'd be willing to vote |

for that. But I don’t want it
in my district because,

really, I don’t think my
community believes that
that’s appropriate.”

Nelson is concerned
about manure runoff into
canals. He would like to ex-
empt his district from a

" new rule. County Attorney

Scott Knox said that
wouldn’t stand up legally.

Whatever the commis-
sion does, more restrictive
rules in deed-restricted
communities would take
precedence.

The issue has comeupin
recent months at several
city and town councils,
which have their own rules
about chicken raising.
Palm Bay resident Julie So-
renson is pushing city offi-
cials to allow chickens. She

said changing rules would
let families produce their
own food.

County commissioners
voted 4-1 to move the pro-
posed rule change to a final
hearing. :

Nelson voted no. Infan-
tini voted to push forward,
while noting it can be mod-
ified at a final hearing to
make it less restrictive.

She said she would ask
supporters of backyard
chickens to speak up then.

FLORIDA TODAY staff writer Su-
sanne Cervenka contributed to this
report.

Contact Berman at 321-242-3649 or
dberman@floridatoday.com. Follow
him on Twitter @ByDaveBerman.
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News

SEARCH

Brevard loosens rules on backyard chickens

Most Popular Most Commented More Headlines

Brevard brothers' commercial a finalist
for Doritos Super Bowl contest

P

. New legal fight is brewing over police-
fire pensions

-« Parents lobby Brevard officials for
" special election on schoot tax

4 Merritt Island standoff suspect in court

today

b an County commissioners decided Thursday night to loosen «  VWhich Wich? brings its vibe to Viera
LORIDA T . . . . . . .
FLo ODAY restrictions on the raising of chickens for their eggs in residential

neighborhoods.
FILED UNDER
News They voted 4-1 in favor of an ordinance to allow homeowners to )
Local News own up to four chickens per haif-acre of residentially zoned single- Most Viewed

family property in unincorporated areas of the county.

Commissioner Chuck Nelson voted no, maintaining that it was a
bad idea, and would result in disputes between neighbors. He said
the current rule allowing one chicken per household in residential
areas is fine.

“I feel my community doesn't want to see the change we've talked
about,” Nelson said.

http://www .floridatoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=2012312070017 1/9/2013
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But other commissioners decided that the change was good,
although they modified the proposal put forth by county Planning
and Development Department staff to exclude pigeons, ducks and
other fowl.

Commissioner Robin Fisher said he drew the line at chickens.

“We're not opening this up to the rest of the fowl world,” Fisher said,
hecause, with the other fowl included, “all of a sudden, right now,
we're creating a mini-farm.”

Under the rules the commission approved, the chickens must be
maintained in a coop or similar housing; must be for personal, non-
commercial use of the property occupant; and breeding or
slaughtering of the chickens is prohibited.

Seven speakers addressed the commission, including Margaret
Goudelock and Toby Napier, a west Cocoa couple, who first
proposed liberalizing the chicken rules to the commission in April.

“I'm looking forward to Christmas with chickens this year,”
Goudelock said.

But John Schantzen, president of the North Merritt Island
Homeowners Association, said he opposed the change. He said,
where there are chickens, there will be predators like coyotes,
hawks, raccoons and snakes.

Port St. John resident Kevin Sullivan also spoke in opposition,
saying chickens would negatively affect property values in
residential areas, and should be limited to land zoned for
agricultural use.

Commission Chairman Andy Anderson asked whether fellow
commissioners wanted to put a cap on the number of chickens
allowed. But the three other commissioners who supported the new
rule felt comfortable with four chickens per half-acre, with no
maximum.

The new ordinance does not affect properties within Brevard's cities
and towns, some of which have their own rules. Nor does it
override stricter rules in deed-restricted subdivisions.

Contact Berman at 321-242-3648 or
dherman@floridatoday.com. Follow him on Twitter
@ByDaveBerman

View Comments | Share your thoughis »

http://www.floridatoday.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=2012312070017 1/9/2013



December 6, 2012

recreational opportunities; and while the refuge sympathizes with the needs to protect one's
property, and does not wish to have any structures at risk, it does not support hard stabilization
Or armoring.

Commissioner Infantini stated the Archie Carr preserve is adjacent to @ homeowner's property in
South Melbourne Beach, and inquired if it is possible for that homeowner to transverse the
Archie Carr property north of his home to be able to lay additional sand down before he loses
his house. Ms. Kenifl stated the refuge has already allowed one homeowner to do that already,
s0 the refuge Is willing to work with the County and the homeowners.

Warren Zorzi stated as of 1986 his home has been eliminated from the beach restoration
projects: the dunes have been replaced; and inquired when staff speaks of the south area, is it
including the unincorporated area. Mr. Brown responded yes, it is specific to the engineered
dune that was built originally in 2005 and 2006. Commissioner Infantini stated Mr. Brown is
working very hard with his department to try to restore as much of the sand as possible, and
then coming up with a long-term plan for the future because something has to be done going
forward; and stated there has been discussion of forming a committee to address the issue.

The Board authorized staff to do the following: 1.) Advertise a Request for Bids for restoring
and repairing the engineered dunes in the Mid Reach and South Beaches; 2.) Reduce the
advertisement period to 10 days; 3.) Obtain voluntary construction access agreements or
easements as needed to construct the project; 4.) Submit State and Federal permit applications
for the project; 5.) Authorize $20,000 in funding for preparations of bid documents and permit
applications; and 6.) Authorize all necessary budget actions to affect this approval.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Robin Fisher, Commissioner District 1
SECONDER: Trudie Infantini, Commissioner District 3
AYES: Fisher, Nelson, Infantini, Bolin Lewis, Anderson

ITEM V.C., PUBLIC HEARING, RE: ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTIONS 62-1927 AND 62-
2108 OF THE ZONING REGULATIONS RELATING TO FARM ANIMALS AND FOWL TO
PERMIT BACKYARD CHICKENS AND OTHER FOWL

Margaret Goudelock stated she and her husband, Toby, brought this initiative to the Board for
backyard chickens: they have spent a lot of time with each Commissioner and the Planning and
Development Office; everyone has come together to make a clear code; and she is looking
forward to Christmas with chickens. She stated what she is looking for is a compromise; and
she hopes to stay focused on a positive change. She noted the only thing she would like to add
to the Code is that all residential zonings be allowed to have two chickens.

Toby Napier stated there have been some difficullies along the way; it has been very
enlightening to go through the process to get to this point; some misconceptions on how
government works has been eliminated as part of the process; and stated there has been a lot
of good experiences for his family and friends.

Carmen Parise stated she lives on four lots on Glenwood Road in Port St. John, which is right
off of Kings Highway; stated chickens are not a way for her to raise money; she has chickens for
pure joy, like some people have cats or dogs; and noted she became a vegan this year and lost
40 pounds, so she does not even eat eggs. She stated an old man came up to her fence and
climbed up it to see into her backyard and called Code Enforcement on her because she had

Page 8



December 8, 2012

chickens; and she lost all her chickens, She stated she hopes the Board approves four
chickens per half-acre,

John Shantzen stated he is the President of the North Merritt Island Homeowners Association; it
is a very rural community in general; there are plenty of farm animals, including chickens and
ducks in the community, but they are not in the smaller enclaves of North Merritt Island, such as
Sunset Lakes and the Savannah's; and those people do not want chickens in their
neighborhoods. He stated where there are chickens there are predators, such as coyotes,
hawks, and snakes; there was a neighbor on North Merritt Island that was shooting the hawks et
cetera, on his neighbors property to protect his chickens; and stated he does not want a
situation like in Key West where feral chickens take over the town.

Kevin Sullivan stated he is opposed to the proposed ordinance because he believes it will affect
the property values; it will create more issues between the neighbors; and opined fowl should be
on agriculturally zoned properties only. He stated the Board should open up Satellite Boulevard
in Canaveral Groves because all the properties there are zoned reasonably.

Holly Cartier stated she lives on a little over an acre and is allowed four horses on her acre, but
only one chicken; she has a degree in animal science, business, and production; and so this Is
something she knows quite a bit about. She stated when she was young, her parents bought a
house in Lake Washington and the reason they bought there was so they could have chickens;
and in the early 1980's, the County came through and changed the ordinance. She stated the
pesticides and fertilizers that poison the Lagoon are toxic to chickens; and it takes the output of
six chickens to equal one medium dog. She stated she understands the no-roosters rule, but
inquired what happens when half of the chicks turn out to be roosters; feral chickens are not a
problem in Brevard County; and pointed out if chickens are unattended for an hour and a half
they will be eaten.

John Kaufmann stated fowls include things like peacocks; peacocks were a big issue in Cape
Canaveral recently; and suggested the Board put the discussion on hold until extensive
research has been done. He stated instead of spending a lot of money, what the Board should
think about it those who are in favor of changing the ordinance should really consider having

first-hand knowledge about what having the animals are going to do; for example, the Board

should put chickens and other fow! in their yards and their neighbors' yards.

Commissioner Fisher stated when the Board started this discussion it was about chickens and
being sympathetic to chicken lovers; but somehow, the word fowl was extended; and the way he
understands the ordinance right now is that one can have four chickens, four turkeys, four
pigeons, et cetera. He stated it seems the Board is creating a mini farm; at the August 21st
meeting, the Board agreed to four chickens, not fowls, per half-acre; and he would want to stick
to the commitment the Board made at that time.

Chairman Anderson stated he feels the same way; and the Board can handle that part of the
motion now, if it just wants to limit the use to chickens.

The Board directed staff to strike-through the word fow!’ from the proposed ordinance, and
amend the language to reflect only four chickens to be permitted per half-acre of land in
unincorporated Brevard County.

Page 9



December 8, 2012

RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 1]

MOVER: Robin Fisher, Commissioner District 1

SECONDER: Trudie Infantini, Commissioner District 3

AYES: Robin Fisher, Trudie Infantini, Mary Bolin Lewis, Andy Anderson
NAYS: Chuck Nelson

Page 10
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