
The Town of Malabar got its 1st official Post Office and name on December 24,1883 when R.A. Ward was named Postmaster by President Chester A. 
Arthur.  Two times a week, the boat that travelled down the intracoastal waterway from Jacksonville, would deliver the mail to the palmetto shack post 
office along the river bank at Malabar.  The mail was dumped on the counter for the population of 25 to shuffle through.  With the coming of the railroad, 
in 1893, the mail boat was no longer needed.

THE 

 MAILBOAT

VOLUME 13 NO. 1     1st QUARTER 2007

Meeting Time:   6:00pm.  
Meeting place:  Malabar Fire Department, 
  1840 Malabar Road

Written by Mayor Tom Eschenberg

This letter to the citizens of Malabar is to announce a 
special meeting to receive input on the subject of police 
protection. The Council passed a motion on Jan. 22, 
2007 to have this meeting and educate the public in 
advance.

As you may know, over the past four years, the Town 
Council has been trying to resolve the issue of passing 
an ordinance requiring the citizens of Malabar to pay an 
MSTU tax for Sheriff service or establish our own Police 
Department. Over the past four years, the Council has 
conducted surveys, had members of law enforcement 
make presentations, been addressed by a County Com-
missioner and had the issue placed on the ballot for a 
referendum. The bottom line is that although the Town 
Council has received a great amount of feedback, we 
are looking for the opinion of the majority.

The Town Council has four choices. The first is to pass 
an ordinance to require the citizens of Malabar to pay 
the MSTU tax for the Sheriff. According to State law, 
the Sheriff must respond to calls in Malabar and there is 
no requirement that Malabar pay for it. The Sheriff has 
stated that if Malabar does not pay the MSTU tax, he 
could stop using MSTU deputies in Malabar and respond 
with general fund deputies. The response time could be 
30 minutes or more because the general fund deputy 
may be in the central part of the county. The County 
Commission has injected “fairness” into this issue. They 

SPECIAL MEETING MARCH 10TH
IMPORTANT TAX ISSUE, YOUR OPINION MATTERS

say it is not fair for Malabar to get Sheriff service for 
free when citizens in Palm Shores, Cape Canaveral and 
the unincorporated County area pay for it. At the pres-
ent rate, the amount Malabar citizens would pay for an 
MSTU tax would be $86.80 per $100,000 of valuation. 
Based on current property valuations in Malabar, the 
total tax collected would be about $220,000.This rate 
could be changed by the County Commission. The sec-
ond option is for the Town Council to establish a Police 
Department. The cost would be dependent on size and 
level of service. Staff will prepare the numbers for the 
meeting. If the money is not available in the budget, it 
would require a vote of the citizens of Malabar for the 
additional funding. The third option is to do nothing. This 
option was not offered in the referendum and the Council 
is concerned that this could be the majority opinion. The 
County Commission has threatened the Town of Malabar 
with a lawsuit if the Town Council does nothing although 
legal opinion from our Town attorney says such a lawsuit 
would have no basis. The fourth option is to enter into 
a contract with the Sheriff. Since this is not an MSTU, 
the money would have to come from the general fund. 
Again, if the money is not available, it would require a 
vote of the citizens.

Before a decision by the Town Council is made, they 
are requesting your opinion. It is important for you to 
attend this meeting because of the impact it has on your 
taxes. We hope to have the Sheriff or his representative 
in attendance. The meeting will be held at the Malabar 
Fire Station on March 10, 2007 at 6 P.M.  Please come 
and give the Council your opinion.  If you are unable to 
attend this meeting, please call Town Hall or your council 
representative with your opinion.





MALABAR SPRINGFEST…
will be held on Saturday, April 7, 2007, 
from 10 am until 6 pm.  
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE & 
ELECTRONIC ROUNDUP

is on Saturday, March 31, 2007 at the Barefoot Bay 
Community Center, 625 Barefoot Bay Boulevard, 
Building A parking lot, Micco, Florida.  Drop off time 
is 9:00 am until 3:00 pm ONLY.



Know Your Representatives on Council

The following Council members represent these districts:

District 1 Nancy Borton 724-1540 
 141 Riverview Dr. 
District 2 Brian Vail 952-9110
 2700 Smith Lane
District 3 Chuck McClelland 723-0143 
 2050 Linrose Lane   
District 4 Bobbi Moccia 722-3447
 3135 Kramer Lane
District 5 Pat Dezman 724-5817
 1670 Country Cove    
Mayor Tom Eschenberg 724-1007
 2835 Beran Lane   
Town   
Administrator Town Hall
Town Clerk/ Susan Kabana 727-7764 x12
Treasurer Town Hall 
Town Fax  722-2234
County Comm. Helen Voltz, Dist. 3 952-6300
St. John's River Water Mgmt District www.sjrwmd.com
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Editor - Susan Kabana    www.townofmalabar.org
The printing of this newsletter was generously donated by Data Management.


